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To: MEMBER FEDERATIONS
Copy: Council Members
Executive Board Members
Commission Chairpersons
Area Associations
Dentsu Athletics
Re: World Athletics Council Decisions regarding the Russian Athletics Federation and the Member

Federation of Belarus
Dear all,

The World Athletics Council met today concerning the Russian Athletics Federation and the Member
Federation of Belarus as a consequence of the military invasion of Ukraine and resolved the following:

1. The 2022 Authorised Neutral Athlete process is maintained.

2. Inrespect of the Russian Athletics Federation, the privileges granted by the Council at its meeting on 01
December 2021 to Authorised Neutral Athletes and the Athlete Support Personnel and any other official
supporting them are suspended in relation to World Athletics Series Events for the foreseeable future. This
means that Authorised Neutral Athletes, Athlete Support Personnel and any other official will not be able to
compete or participate in World Athletics Series Events.

3. Inrespect of the Belarus Athletic Federation, in accordance with Article 13 of World Athletics Constitution,
their Athletes, Athlete Support Personnel, Member Federation Officials and Officials who are Citizens of
Belarus are excluded from World Athletics Series Events for the foreseeable future.

4. Both decisions will be kept under review by the Council if and as circumstances warrant.

5. The Member Federations for Russia and Belarus have been informed of this today and given four hours’
notice to respond.

6. The Council has delegated to the President to review any responses received and determine if there is any
merit in them and to reconvene Council if warranted.

7. The issue of whether the exclusions from competition should be extended to other International
Competitions and whether Belarus Athletic Federation should be suspended from membership will be
considered at the Council meeting on 9/10 March together with any additional matters relating to the
issues following the invasion by Russia of Ukraine and the complicity of the Republic of Belarus.

The reason for this is the invasion of Ukraine which is contrary to the purposes of World Athletics, and to stand
in solidarity with the global sporting movement.

The Belarus Athletics Federation and the Russian Athletics Federation have been provided with the opportunity
to respond before these sanctions are implemented.

Further details are available in the related Press Release.

Kind regards,

Jon Ridgeon
Chief Executive Officer



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldathletics.org%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2Fworld-athletics-council-sanctions-russia-and-belarus&data=04%7C01%7Calexia.herrou%40worldathletics.org%7Ca787ad35bb33498e9fde08d9fb96b9de%7C5066740a75944ab2a2105c9a8002fcf4%7C1%7C0%7C637817447053032721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=KY5odxpvW0mxwKRnfFOcnMRtJkERDTFJVkVsGJVK6fI%3D&reserved=0

